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Announcement of Festival Tour for Political Drama The Gambit
Rampant presents

THE GAMBIT a new play by Mark Reid
In the dark days of the Cold War, the two greatest chess players in the world have an encounter which tears their friendship apart.  Twenty-five years on, it has changed their world and when they agree to a reunion it seems more is at stake than a lost friendship, for the survival of the game and the future of their country has played a pivotal role.

As the play progresses, it then emerges that not everything is as it seems, and chess is not the only game being played.  This is a tour-de-force vehicle for two immense performances, by terms gripping and thought-provoking, but ultimately a moving portrait of a lost friendship.

Cast
Ben Rigby plays Anatoly

Nick Pearse plays Gary
Directed by Matthew Gould
Following a very positive reception at initial sell-out performances in Manchester and Bolton, The Gambit is being taken on a fringe festival tour to Brighton, Bath, Buxton and Manchester. Tickets can be booked by emailing rampantplays@gmail.com
-ends-

Notes to editor
Listing information
Company: Rampant
Title: The Gambit
Writer: Mark Reid
Director: Matthew Gould
Dates:   4 - 6 July 2013:
1pm(Fri+Sat) + 6pm:
Buxton


  17 - 20 July 2013:
1pm + 6pm:

Manchester 
Venues:  The Old Clubhouse, 3 Water St, Buxton, Derbyshire, SK17 6XN

     Briton’s Protection, 50 Great Bridgewater St, Manchester M1 5LE
Running Time:  approx 50 mins
Tickets: £5 - £7-50
Mark Reid has been working to foster and support the Manchester theatre scene for many years through the Fringe Network Meetings and the Rampant project.  He was a founder member of the Royal Exchange Writer’s Group and has presented strange and unusual work such as The Posthumous Papers of Allan Koningsberg (Workshop: Revolution); Follies in Sacks (Embryo: King’s Arms) and Minted (Rampant: Black Lion).
He has decided to present The Gambit as a theatre-without-decor production to demonstrate what is possible in an Age of Austerity while also being the best way to give the actors the chance to demonstrate their striking performances.

Cast Biographies:

BEN RIGBY

Ben’s recent stage credits include Elwood P. Dowd in Mary Chase's 'Harvey',  Col. Rosworm in Eric Northey's 'The Transit of Venus' at the 2012 24:7 festival and Hermann in the UK Premier of Lukas Barfuss' 'The Bus', where on screen he has appeared in a series of corporate videos for a high profile pharmaceutical company as well as a key -supporting role in 'The Wraith' from Birdlime productions.  He recently produced 'Lifelong Yearning' by David Wake, a rom-com that reminds you "All you need for love is a nice, romantic, candlelit evening class", at the 3MT Manchester.  He is currently seeking representation.

NICK PEARSE

Nick's recent credits include 'Graham' in an award-winning, BAFTA judged short called 'The Shot', and 'Brindsley' in Peter Shaffer's 'Black Comedy'.  He has also appeared as a 'Scene Of The Crime Officer - S.O.C.O' alongside Mark Strong, Paul Bettany, and Stephen Graham, in Nick Murphy's new feature film 'Blood' (due for release in March), and as 'Winston' in James Nunn's new feature film 'Green Street Hooligans: Underground' (in post-production).  Spotlight: http://www.spotlight.com/interactive/cv/9498-5611-3826 Tel:07939531046 Email: nick.pearse@sky.com

For further information, interview requests and review tickets contact Mark Reid on 07725984021, or email rampantplays@gmail.com
Reviews
Tracey Lowe of the Good Review
http://thegoodreview.co.uk/2013/05/the-gambit-lass-ogowrie-manchester/
"A wonderful, short piece about conflict in all it's forms."


Richard Stamp of Fringe Guru
http://www.fringeguru.com/reviews/brighton-2013/the-gambit.html
"One of the unexpected treats of my fringe"


Ruth Lovett of What's on Stage
http://www.whatsonstage.com/index.php?pg=207&story=E8831368771865
"Well performed by Pearse and Rigby... both actors exude strong emotions."

Luke John Emmett of Theatre Bath

http://theatrebath.co.uk/blog/review-the-gambit-by-mark-reid-bath-fringe-festival-2013/
"leaves you thinking long after you exit the theatre"

 

Stewart Reuben from englishchess.org
http://www.englishchess.org.uk/chess-dramatised-the-gambit/#more-25528
"a difficult,interesting and well-acted play. Do go and see it."

